4/30/40 



Dear Caasron, 



this memo is a respond# to II® lea Day*® ijaery, 

Enclosed era two samples and e pal* of the «owami«a%-atyl®d Hal® boa®* 

Tb® samples are taken from a "tewmag kit*, seven of which, each sontainize 
20»24 items, are constantly in circulation throu#out the country among con- 
mmmx groups, extension groups, college®, eta* Thor® are two complete kit® 
in Mew York City, each containing all of the 148 items in their full color 
range that are now developed. The complet® exhibits la Sew York are at 
the Cotton Textile Institute, 320 Broadway, and at the Mercerizers* Association 
of America, 470 4th. Ave. 

The paid or hose are made by the Gotham Gotham Silk Hosiery C G . { Gotham 
Gold Stripe), andxarao dflmxan i y 200 Madison Avenue. This oompany is the only, 
one which to date has met the style specifications of the Beam Economic division 
■t the Department of Agriculture, 

Because, from what I was able to loam today, there sews® to tm * mis und er s tand- 
ing on your part of what this thing is 1 am reposting what 1 found out from 
David a. Young, a specialist well-known la the trade, who was brought into 
the Department to take charge of the manufacturing and styling work under 
Mth 0 ‘Brian, in the Home Economics section. 

Various experiments have been conducted daring the past year and nine months, 
under c special appropriation for the purpose, la addition to improving the 
quality and saleability of lisle hose on# of the objectives le to make women 




z 



"cotton conscious” to that the end that they bay more cotton* 

In the laboratories of the Dope tment the hose developed has been subjected to 
every known physical test. In addition, nurses la one of the local hospitals 
are participating in experiments sad tests* They are supplied with hose and 
the soiled hose are called fur by department of Agriculture messengers who 
tfke them to the labs where they are laundered by specialists* this 
experiment is not completed, but thus far the results have been gratifying* 
fids test is in Its ninth month* 



As the work has progressed and as the appearance and quality of the heme has 
improved manufa turers have become increasingly Interested* There are now many 
in uiriee from the trade* The project actually commenced &n duly 1, 1938 

To date 56 different types abev been styled by the department* 31 are what they 
elaselfy as "novelties" and 21 are "plain knits"* These range from heavy-weight 
hose for rough wear-garden and outdoor work, heavy work, etc*, to sheer 
hose eui table for formal wear* This hose is distinguished from the old type 
of lisle hose which is tubular in design in th t it has been built up following 
the technique of ranking full-fashioned silk, and the very same machines have 
been employed. It, unlike the old stuff, fits the leg nd has shape. 

One of the experiments has been with exotic coloring-deep reds, etc, following 
Use Schiaparelli’ s recent French styling illustrated in the 4/15/40 issue of 
LIFE. 

The formal hose is now scads in sheer of a two- thread knit, 

Ootham was interested in this by Been Hill, president of the Mercerize re* 
Association of Aesries. They are going into production slowly, but thus far are 
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quite pleaaei with the results and re eposes sad expect* in the neer future, 
to distribute the line through 10,000 accounts from coast to coast* To data 
they hare refrained from any promotional advertising, hut in a few weeks will 
start this, in Memphis, Tenn*, in connection with the- Surplus Commodities Oorp* 



cotton program ( see that memo, to follow*) the slowness in increasing production 



is deliberate* 



The sample paid inclosed, else 9§, is what is known as " pertinet rib mesh”. 



light-weight 




These hose hare also been styled in two-way stretch tops, etc, Gotham’s line 



will sell for tl, and to those who participate in the cotton program { see 
memo), they will, in effect, be 8 pro for fl* 



Also enclosed is a release by the dirieion and sereral picture s of th 
styles, etc,, which 1 thought you e ould nee* At ached to the leg photo is an 
enlargement showing the stitch in greater detail* These people say it la best. 



if you eupe 'Impose the enlargement, to do so 'in the tea* 



There ie no subsidization by the gore maeat of thlax manufacture of these 
hose, except that the gorersmsnt has eared the a& ufacturers money in cnductlon 
the experiments and performing the teats* There is no connection between 
this project and the stamp plan, as 1 will sxplain in that amo, I m rushing 
this because Shy says she mast hare this today* The oil-filter memo will foMww 
later today. There is no subsidy under the stamp plan, also. 
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Harold we labor g 




